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1. Europa decentraal:
reasons for its establishment 

• Lacking awareness of EU law
• Risks of not observing 

European legislation by local and 
regional authorities

• Need for specialised information
• Need for a platform to exchange 

experiences
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Goals

To boost the knowledge and expertise 
on European law and policy and its 
correct implementation

To become the main reference centre 
for questions related to European law 
and policy and its implementation on 
local and regional level

‘European legislation plain and simple’



5

Founders and sponsors

Europa
decentraal

Central 
Government

Association 
of Netherlands 
Municipalities

(VNG)

Association of the 
Provinces of the 

Netherlands
(IPO)

Association 
of  Water Management 

Authorities

(UvW)
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Customers

Europa
decentraal

Associations Municipalities

Water boards

Provinces

Ministries

- civil servants
- legal experts
- appointed officials
- elected represen-

tatives 

Public partnerships
between customers
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Key tasks

a. Provide information

b. Give advice

c. Identify troublesome legislation

Precondition: a broad network of expertise
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The network

Europa
decentraal

EU AFFAIRS 
OFFICERS OF 
VNG, IPO, UvW

MINISTRIES
MUNICIPALITIES

PROVINCES
WATER BOARDS

ACADEMIC
ADVISORY BOARD

BOARD OF
EXPERTS

LOBBYISTS IN 
BRUSSELS

OTHER 
INFORMATION 
AND EXPERT 

CENTRES



Internal organisation

• Board of the foundation (7)

Staff:
• Director
• Deputy director/office manager 
• Senior legal advisor
• Advisors (3)
• Communications consultant
• Management consultant
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2. Policy areas

Priority policy areas:

– Public procurement
– State aid & services of general 

economic interest (SGEI)
– Services Directive & freedom of 

movement
– Environment  & climate, energy and 

sustainability
– European law and policy in practice



Other policy areas

• Culture, education and youth
• European competition law
• Cross-border cooperation
• Information society
• Justice, freedom and security
• Omnibus Decentraal (state aid 

framework for R&D&I)
• Regional policy and structural funds
• Transport
• Employment and social policy
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Public procurement (1)

FAQ on:
• public contracts
• public-private partnerships
• in-house awards
• exclusive rights
• framework agreements
• spatial development
• concessions
• award and selection
• calculation of estimated value
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Public procurement (2)
Current topics:

• evaluation of public procurement directives
• public-private partnerships (spatial 

development, concessions)
• green and innovative public procurement,

links with EU 2020 strategy
• links/overlap with other policy areas (state 

aid, SGEI, freedom of movement)
• Dutch Public Procurement Act 
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State aid & Services of general 
economic interest (SGEI) (1)

FAQ on:
• land transactions
• public-private partnerships
• culture
• research, development and innovation
• sustainability
• the environment
• investments in infrastructure
• aid for SMEs
• SGEI



State aid & Services of general 
economic interest (SGEI) (2)

Current topics:

• financial crisis
• housing corporations and SGEI
• relationship between SGEI and social 

housing
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Services Directive
and freedom of movement (1)

Services Directive - FAQ on:
• notification procedure
• conditions for authorisation schemes
• Lex Silencio Positivo (tacit authorisation)
• time limits for decisions
• Dienstenloket (point of single contact) and 

Internal Market Information System (IMI)
• relationship SD – Dutch Services Act and 

General Administrative Law Act
• scope of SD
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Services Directive
and freedom of movement (2)

Freedom of movement - FAQ on:

• preferential treatment of own residents
• (indirect) discrimination
• justifications on grounds of overriding 

reasons relating to the public interest
• free movement of workers
• necessity and proportionality of measures
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Environment & climate, energy 
and sustainability (1)

FAQ on:

• interpretation of specific provisions of 
directives 

• application of European directives
• direct effect of directives
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Environment & climate, energy 
and sustainability (2)

Current topics:

• development of new European 
environmental policy

• implementation of directives
• sustainable local power companies
• relationship between the environment, 

state aid and public procurement
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European law and policy
in practice

• introduction to European law and policy 
for local and regional authorities

• ‘European awareness’
• the role played by European policy
• relevant organisations in Europe for local 

and regional authorities
• practical examples and questions

20
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3. Information
1. News facility:

• website containing daily news updates
• weekly newsletter ‘De Europese Ster’
• publications in other media

2. Web files:
• general introduction, news, legislation, 

policy, case law, procedures, best practices, 
FAQ, factsheets, forms, checklists, 
information sources, publications

3. Best practices
• practical questions with answers
• (request) to share practical examples
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www.europadecentraal.nl

http://www.europadecentraal.nl/
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Newsletter De Europese Ster
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Web files
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4. Advice

1. Answering questions
• helpdesk for customers

2. Transferring knowledge
• publications 
• seminars and workshops

3. ‘European awareness’ projects
• making customers aware of both the risks of 

not observing EU law and the opportunities 
EU law offers them
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Answering questions (helpdesk)
Procedure:
• questions by phone or email
• an answer within five working days
• follow-up
• registration
• publications on FAQ

Over 6000 questions answered
and registered in 8 years
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Answering questions
Questions by:

– Municipalities 67 %
– Provinces 16 %
– Water boards 5 %
– Other 12 %

Policy areas:
– Public procurement 50 %
– State aid 24 %
– Services Directive 19 %
– Environment 2 %
– SGEI 1 %
– Other 4 %

Figures 2009
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Helpdesk

Presentator
Presentatienotities
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/menu/168/Contact_en_Bestelformulier.html
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5. Identification of troublesome 
legislation 

• An online ‘notification box’ for 
reporting implementation problems 
concerning European legislation

• An initiative of Europa decentraal and 
the three associations of local and 
regional authorities (VNG, IPO, UvW)

• The notifications are dealt with by the 
lobbyists in Brussels and The Hague

• Europa decentraal shares the 
information on its website

Presentator
Presentatienotities
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/menu/881/Signaleringsloket_Europese_regelgeving.html
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Notification box European 
legislation

Presentator
Presentatienotities
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/menu/881/Signaleringsloket_Europese_regelgeving.html
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Europa decentraal

European legislation plain and simple
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